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I concluded my review of Campbell’s book (DeClue, 2005) as follows:

Assessing Sex Offenders does a good job of pointing out problems 

and pitfalls in assessing sex offenders relevant to SVP laws. Campbell 

concludes that those problems and pitfalls are so severe that the laws 

should not stand. It is up to policy makers to make that determination. 

Meanwhile, psychologists and psychiatrists who evaluate sex offenders 

within the current framework must look elsewhere for practical solutions 

to the problems and pitfalls Campbell describes (p. 287).

Although I do not believe that that is literally false, I now believe that it is 

seriously misleading, and I would like to take this opportunity to clarify: For those 

psychiatrists and psychologists, including myself, who insist on performing evaluations 

relevant to Sexually Violent Predator proceedings in spite of the problems and pitfalls 

Campbell describes, Assessing Sex Offenders does not provide solutions to those 

problems. But for psychiatrists and psychologists considering whether or not to perform 

such evaluations, Campbell’s book is one excellent source for considering the problems 

and pitfalls inherent in the work.

Reference

DeClue, G. (2005). Assessing sex offenders: Problems and pitfalls. Journal of 

Psychiatry & Law, 33, 283-288.


